
NuPrime IDA-16 
Integrated Amplifier/DAC 
€1999
A do-everything DAC coupled 
with a 200Wpc Class D 
integrated amplifier in a sleek 
package that would look good 
in any system, the IDA-16 
plays music files ranging up
to 384kHz sampling rates for 
PCM and DSD256. Delicate, 
detailed highs were smooth, 
continuous, and very 
extended. Bass was also 
extended, with tons of impact. 
The midrange lacked just a 
smidgen of the detail in other, 
more expensive amplifiers. A 
ton of value for the price. VF, 
252
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NuPrime ST-10 
€1595
The NuPrime ST-10 amplifier 
is what NuPrime calls “near 
reference class.” Why only 
“near” reference? As far as 
reviewer SS can tell it’s because 
this stereo amplifier only puts 
out 150 watts per side into an 
eight-ohm load. The ST-10 is a 
very quiet, extremely low-noise 
power amplifier that, as long 
as it isn’t pushed into clipping, 
sounds exceedingly neutral 
and uncolored. The ST-10 did 
a superb job of driving a 
variety of speakers with 
authority and control. SS, 255

NuPrime IDA-
8 €995
Essentially, it’s a sleek-looking, 
small-footprint hybrid Class 
A/Class D integrated amplifi-
er/DAC that combines Class 
A warmth and resolution with 
Class D speed, power, and 
efficiency. The well-conceived 
IDA-8 delivers substance with 
plenty of gusto—and does so 
from an astonishingly quiet 
background. A great-sounding, 
stone-cold bargain, and a 2016 
Golden Ear Award recipient. 
JM, 263
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Cambridge 
CXA80 €1099
Cambridge really stepped 
up its game with its suavely 
restyled and affordable CX 
Series. A rung above its 
lower-cost sibling, the 
CXA60, the dual-mono, 
Class AB,
80Wpc CXA80 is battle-
ready for the digital world. 
Thanks to the CXA80’s 
Wolfson
24-bit/192kHz WM8740 
DAC chip, computer audio is 
as close at hand as the USB 
input, or use the front-panel 
jack for MP3 players. 
Although it mysteriously lacks 
a display, you’ll get over it 
given the CXA80’s smooth, 
relaxed sonics, and abundant 
headroom for demanding 
loudspeakers. Includes a full-
function remote and 
headphone jack. NG, 257

NuPrime DAC-
10H €1795
The DAC-10H packs a lot 
of features and 
performance into a small 
package. Inner detail and 
low-level resolution through 
the DAC-10 are as good as 
SS has heard through any 
DAC including the Antelope 
Audio Platinum DSD DAC. 
The differences in depth 
recreation and soundstaging 
precision between his 
original 128x DSD 
recordings and 44.1k down-
sampled versions were 
immediately obvious when 
comparing them through 
the DAC-10H. SS, 255

a near constant level of tonal 
stability and dynamic drive 
through the midband—a feat 
that most 2.5-ways struggle to 
achieve. It’s the rare loudspeak-
er at any price that touches all 
the bases for every set of ears, 
but the reasonably priced D7 
comes very close in many ar-
eas. NG, 259

Spendor D7 
€2595 EA.
Spendor’s neo-classic 48" 
tower is superbly finished, and 
sonically offers up-front ener-
gy, near full-range frequency 
response, and high dynamic 
potency. On balance and to 
the D7’s credit, it sounds much 
closer to a true three-way than 
o a 2.5-way in that it maintains

Bel Canto 
Ref600M €2975 
EA.
To SS’ ears Bel Canto’s
15.4-pound, 300W (600W into 
4 ohms) Ref600M Class D 
monoblock is good enough to 
qualify as the best all-around 
power amplifier he’s heard to 
date, regardless of technology 
or circuit topology. Its combi-
nation of extremely low noise 
that makes it suitable to drive 
even highly efficient loud-
speakers, precision three-di-
mensional imaging, relaxed 
and natural harmonic balance, 
and power capability, makes 
for a potent package. Couple 
all its sonic achievements with 
its relatively modest price and 
you have a power amplifier 
that could well be a 
benchmark reference for many 
audiophiles for years to come. 
SS, 269

Cardas EM5813 Ear Speaker 
€425
Years in development, Cardas’ 
EM5813 Ear Speaker offers
a remarkably big, full-bodied 
(some might even say “seduc-
tive” or “voluptuous”) sound 
that is very high in resolution 
and that offers superb cohe-
siveness. TAS’ 2013 Earphone 
of the Year. CM, 238

Cardas Clear Reflection 
€1150/1m pr. interconnect 
(RCA
and XLR); €2800/2.5m pr. speaker
A blend of the company’s 
previous Golden Reference 
design and its current Clear tech-
nology Cardas Clear Reflection 
held its own when stacked up 
against more expensive cables 
and, accordingly, gets high 
marks for delivering good 
performance at a reasonable 
price. Reviewer KM was 
charmed by Clear Reflection’s 
fluid, organized, detailed, and 
musically satisfying qualities. 
KM, 254

Cambridge 851C 
€1699
This replacement for Cam-
bridge’s smash hit, the 840C, 
adds updated technologies 
and new features to a tech-
nology platform that includes 
a custom digital filter from 
Anagram Technologies (the 
same one that is found in me
ga-priced DACs), a heavy-duty, 
custom disc-transport mech-
anism, and dual-differential 
DACs. With multiple digital 
inputs (including USB) and a 
variable output, the 851C can 
function as a complete digital 
hub. The 851C’s sonic signa-
ture differs from that of the 
840C, with a lively and incisive 
rendering, terrific bass and dy-
namics, and great transparency. 
Not as smooth and relaxed as 
the 840C, but a lot of technol-
ogy and performance for the 
money. RH, 230

Cardas RCA Caps 
€49.99 (set of 12)
Pop these RCA shorting plugs 
into your preamplifier’s unused 
inputs and you’ll hear a blacker 
background, more micro-dy-
namic detail, and an overall 
cleaner sound.

Cardas Clear and Clear Beyond 
€4334/8' pr. Clear interconnect; 
€8668/8' pr. Clear Beyond 
speaker
This thick blue cable takes 
the patented technologies 
in Cardas cables to new 
heights.
The balanced and single-ended 
interconnects and the loud-
speaker cable are functionally 
identical in sound. But that 
doesn’t mean a ‘”house” 
sound; instead, Clear sounds as 
close as you can get to having 
no sound. Eclipsed in perfor-
mance only by Cardas’ Clear 
Beyond. Where Clear used 
four conductors, Clear Beyond 
features eight, meticulously 
built up using multi-gauge 
strands in a “Golden Section” 
symmetrical tri-axial design. 
The larger strands are built 
upon this core until the inside 
of each conductor looks like a 
copper nautilus shell in cross 
section. Clear Beyond’s eight 
conductors can be used to bi-
wire your loudspeakers or for 
“shotgun” bi-wiring. NG, 226

Cardas Clear Light Interconnect 
and Clear Sky Speaker Cables 
€692/1m pr. interconnect; 
€900/3m pr. speaker
Designed and superbly made 
in the U.S.A., these fat Blue 
Man Group-blue cables are 
the first rungs of Cardas’ top-
of-their-line Clear Series. RD 
found them suitably 
impressive both sonically and 
physically. Aural impressions 
included good detail along 
with a touch of added warmth, 
which could be welcome in 
many setups. RD, 236

Cambridge DacMagic 
XS €99
About the size of a small box 
of wooden matches, the Cam-
bridge DacMagic XS is one of 
the smallest and lightest porta-
ble DACs we’ve seen. On one 
end you’ll find a micro-USB 
input and on the other end
is a 3.5mm stereo output. 
Although it doesn’t handle 
every audio format, and isn’t 
DSD-capable, the DacMagic 
XS delivers a lot of function-
ality and sonic goodness for 
under €200. For audiophiles 
looking for a road warrior that 
will also be at home hooked 
up to any computer, portable, 
or desktop, and will 
successfully drive most 
headphones, the Cambridge 
Audio DacMagic XS DAC is 
a very affordable option. SS, 
245
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